ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGK
U1APTKK XIII
i:i'HOt.S   OF   Till-.    I ALL   Oi'   ROMi,
A RKCI-NT Kreneh writer ingeniously concludes that Augustine's * soul wan rent' by the news of the fall of Rome, hut he avoided the subject in the excessive pain it gave him. I4'. O/anam, admitting, in a moment of r.ire candour, that Augustine was all hut indifferent when the news arrived, thinks that ' either his genius was less hound by an antique patriotism or love had raised it to calmer heights.' The hagingraphers are equally conflicting. The truth is that Augustine had scarcely a spark of human sympathy with the disasters of Home. The sermon (/)f urbh cxfiditt) which he preached on the receipt of the news expresses only an eagerness to draw spiritual profit from the event. In a later sermon (105), when he returns to his theme, he observes that his hearers are saying openly : * Oh ! why does he not cease to talk of Rome ;' and he is obliged to